Thar coal plant starts electricity generation

THAR: The Thar Coal Power Project started electricity production on Tuesday with 330MW of
power being provided to the national grid.

A spokesperson of the Sindh Engro Coal Mining Company (SECMC) hailed the development as
"historic™ and said that initially 330MW will be produced and distributed to the national grid.

He added that the production of electricity will be done in stages.

“Thar has [one] of the world's largest reserves of coal with 175 billion tonnes,” he said. “We
reached the target of producing electricity three months before the deadline.”

Pakistan discovered the Thar coalfields in 1991. These contain the world’s seventh largest coal
reserves of 175 billion tonnes, more than the combined oil reserves of Saudi Arabia and Iran, and
68 times higher than Pakistan’s total gas reserves. SECMC is a group of seven stakeholders
including the government of Sindh with 51 percent majority stake as well as Engro, the Habib
Group and Hubco.

Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah congratulated the start of the project, “What a great day
for Pakistan! The first 330MW power plant based on Thar coal synced with National Grid.
Grateful to Almighty Allah, and humbled to have been able to play a small part as Sindh is
firmly putting Pakistan on the road to energy security!”



